
Compact Identifiers  
by Identifiers.org and N2t.Net

Compact Identifiers [1] support global unique identification of data 
objects. A Compact Identifier is a unique prefix indicating the assigning 

authority and a locally assigned accession number (prefix:accession). 

Create Compact Identifiers by 

requesting a prefix for a data 

resource (a set of named 

objects). 

Source 
organism

pdb:4y2g taxon:9606

pdb:4y2g
Structure of BRCA1 BRCT 
domains in complex with 
Abraxas single 
phosphorylated peptide.

Identify

“
… the protein we used (pdb:4y2g) 

in our tests … 
”

Cite Annotate

Identify, cite and annotate your data using 
Compact Identifiers.



The Identifiers.org [2] and N2T.net systems provide a range of services 
to reference, resolve and validate persistent Compact Identifiers to 

promote the citability of individual data providers and integration with 

e-infrastructures.

Create 
Compact Identifiers

Register ‘pdb’ for Protein Databank 
https://identifiers.org/request/prefix 

Actionable Compact Identifiers provide unique stable, 

resolvable and location-independent URIs to identify and locate 

data objects.

Resolve 
Compact Identifiers
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APIs to access the Registry content, find valid prefixes, identifiers 
and providers, and validate Compact Identifiers.

Metadata service for accessing Schema.org metadata provided by 
data providers. 

SPARQL Endpoint [3] to perform conversions between different URI 

schemes recorded in the Registry.
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Make your Compact Identifiers actionable through 

https://identifiers.org/[prefix:accession]
https://n2t.net/[prefix:accession]

http://proteopedia.org/wiki/index.php/4y2g
http://www.ebi.ac.uk/pdbsum/4y2g

http://pdbj.org/mine/summary/4y2g
http://www.pdbe.org/4y2g

http://www.rcsb.org/pdb/explore/explore.do?structureId=4y2g

https://identifiers.org/pdb:4y2g
https://n2t.net/pdb:4y2g
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